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Reunion of a Catholic recovered female patient with family On Christmas DayOriginal Transfer 
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Patient Mithun referred by an NGO in Gujarat has been reunited with her husband and son after 4 years. 

At Post Jarmundi, District Dumka, State Jharkhand.

     5 years ago, due to the superstition of black magic, the villagers considered Patient Mithun as a witch & because of that, 

the villagers beat Mithun and her husband, due to which Mithun suffered mentally and left the house. 

     In 2017, her family members had filed a missing complaint in local police station. Those people searched a lot for Mithun, 

     but she was not found. Her husband was very happy after seeing  her. Response of her family was excellent.

This area is very dangerous, so I took help of local police. They have arranged room for me to stay here for the night. 

   Regards, Laxmipriya Bishoi   Date of Reunion: 10th Nov 2021

Newspaper Coverage of the Witches Story
Mithun reunited with Husband and son
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IN FRONT OF CHENNAI MENTAL HOSPITAL        AT CHENNAI RAILWAY PLATFORM

OUTSIDE PUNE RAILWAY STATIONOUTSIDE PUNE RAILWAY STATION

REMOVING THE STIGMA OF INSTITUTIONAL CARE – A QUARTER CENTURY AT A TIME

25 Mentally ill Destitutes transferred from Chennai at a single shot by train from Chennai to Pune 

And then by Shraddha Ambulance to Shraddha Karjat Center

Transferred From

IMH, Kilpauk - 8     Anbagam NGO - 9

ECRC Chennai – 5         ECRC Theni - 2

Belonging to - Bihar & Jharkhand - 4 each          Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra & Uttar Pradesh - 2 each          West Bengal & Odisha - 3 each 

Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, Rajasthan & Manipur - 1 each 
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Raju being apprehended by Police 

Officer-in-Charge T. Tamut Bordumsa 

Police Station, Changlang District, 

(Arunachal Pradesh)

7th of October 2022

Raju being handed over by Police Officer-in-

Charge T. Tamut Bordumsa Police Station, 

Changlang District, (Arunachal Pradesh) 

To Team Shraddha

18th of October 2022



Raju being escorted in train to

Jharkhand  State

by the same Social Worker Nitish Sharma

Who Brought Him From Arunachal Pradesh 
To Shraddha

Raju reunited

with his family in

Jharkhand  State 

December 2022
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STATISTICAL DATA OVER THE YEARS

Shraddha Rehabilitation Foundation



REUNION FIGURES 0F INDIA  -  STATE WISE & YEAR WISE  -  FROM 2006 TO 2025

REUNION FIGURES OF OTHER COUNTRIES



REUNION FIGURES OF INDIA - STATE WISE

FROM 2006 TO 2025  -  FEMALES VS MALES



REUNION FIGURES - YEAR WISE

FROM 2006 TO 2025

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Reunion 47 134 156 212 261 332 493 533 538 636 742 920 940 1114 309 659 1030 949 1140 1442

47

134 156
212

261
332

493
533 538

636

742

920 940

1114

309

659

1030
949

1140

1442

0

200

400

600

800

1000

1200

1400

1600

2006   2007    2008     2009     2010     2011    2012     2013     2014     2015    2016     2017     2018     2019    2020 2021     2022     2023     2024    2025



REUNIONS ACHIEVED BY SHRADDHA TEAM IN 2025
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© 2023 American Psychiatric Association. All rights reserved.

Author: Bharat Vatwani, MD, Shraddha Rehabilitation Foundation | May 8, 2024

ABSTRACT ACCEPTED BY THE AMERICAN PSYCHIATRIC ASSOCIATION  -  FOR THEIR ANNUAL APA CONFERENCE IN NEW YORK

Shattering The Stigma of Psychiatry by reaching out to ‘The Unreached’ - The Wandering Mentally Ill Destitute on the Streets of India

Many studies note that over a third of homeless persons have a serious mental illness, mostly schizophrenia or bipolar disorder. The Intention of this Presentation is to attempt to 

reduce the incidence of the wandering mentally ill roadside destitute across the World by showcasing a concept of their rescue-treatment-recovery & ultimate reintegration into society 

& to demonstrate that treating the wandering mentally ill with dignity allows patients to secure a greater control over their mental faculties & improves emotional insight, to the extent 

that they are eager/keen to be repatriated in society.

The wandering mentally ill can be rescued off the streets & rehabilitated comprehensively in a custodial care program combining professional medical intervention & a compassionate 

approach to socialization. An open field environment & productive participation in activities brings amelioration of the features of the mental illness, which in the first place had caused 

the wandering out on to the streets. The recovered patients often facilitate their own reintegration into society.

Huge spontaneous awareness about psychiatric illness is generated vide these reunions with their families of the recovered wandering mentally ill. The family, neighboring locals & 

elders are educated with informal gatherings involving hands-on question-answer sessions about mental illness; about causation, symptomatology, treatment; dispelling myths & 

misconceptions about Mental Illness. This awareness spreads to village & government administrators, police personnel, & ultimately cascades into the general public.

This awareness has seeped into the functioning of different Government Mental Institutions/NGOs of India sheltering wandering destitute. They have become aware of the 

possibility/importance of reintegrating the wandering mentally ill within their care into society. This has added exponentially to the generation of collective & collaborative efforts for 

these destitutes.

This Presentation also puts forth a causal connect between issues of Lack of Awareness about Mental Illness/ Stigma/ Grossly Inadequate Psychiatric Human Resources & Indoor 

Admission Infrastructure for the Mentally Ill, coupled with Economic Hardships, and a high incidence of mental illness being left untreated in India. These chronic mentally ill often get 

unwittingly separated from their homes & end up as wandering mentally ill destitutes - unclothed/unfed/uncared.

India without a massive Mental Health Movement will see a lot of Mentally Ill Homeless Destitutes.

Lastly, in our experience, the influence of ‘Addiction’ in both the precipitation of the wandering away of the mentally-ill destitute from their homes or as an influence in their ultimate 

outcome/prognosis is insignificant.

The replication of the above model with appropriate tweaking to match local cultural, economic & environmental milieu could yield plausible reduction in the plight & suffering of the 

wandering mentally ill across countries.
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To end this presentation on a note of 
grim reality.

We received a mail from a boy in 
Karnataka who wrote that his father had 
gone missing because of mental illness. 
Could Shraddha help to trace him out? 

He attached this photo with the mail.

The email was written by the elder son in 
the photo and this was his last photo with 
his dad.

While the mail was received in 2018, we 
regret to say that we have not yet traced 
him out. 

For us at Shraddha, this was a reality 
check and a pointer to…

                     Miles to go, 
Promises to keep,
Dreams to fulfill,
Before we sleep…
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Old  fashioned  words

Maybe redundant

Definitely antique

Almost pre-historic

But still appropriate

Heart-felt

Emotional

Sensitive

Sincere

Warm

With affection

With regards

With faith

With hope

With genuineness

With respect

With humbleness

With humility

With deference

With Shraddha

Thank You

Thank You
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